



as 


id 


d 
id 


i) 


d 
a5 
re 





Vol. 32. No. | Q.---Price Fico Pence. 


———— + 





COBBETT’S WEEKLY 


cent ently ae 
_— - ee 





~~ rere” 


POLITICAL PAMPHLET. 





SE ee 























$3; - -LONDON, SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1817, [354 
ADVERTISEMENT. A Letter 
TO THE 


The whole of Volume Thirty-one is now re- 
printed. ‘The reader will please to recollect, 
jhat the latter part of that Volume ceasists 
of Twelve Numbers of Cheap Registers, bee 
ginning with Namber Fiféeen and endiug with 
Number "Twenty-six. The former part of that 
Volume is paged iu such a way as to fit with 
the paging of Number Fifteeu ; so that this 
former part,together with the twelve numbers 
before mentioned, makes the Volume com- 
plete. They may now be bound up into a 
book ; and @ pretty little Book it will be, 
and will be read, I hope, by all the young 
men and boys ig England. It will do-them a 
great deal more good than Mrs. Hannah 
Moore's ** Village Politics,’ The priceof the 
former part which is just now re-printed will 
be Two Shillings, so that the whole Book will 
be Four Shillings, It may be hound for about 
Sixpence, and will serve a family for twenty 


| years. I verily believe that four and six- 


pence laid out4n this way would do a family 
a thousand times asmuch good aa putting the 
same sum in ene of George Rose’s Saving 
Banks. 


Paper against Gold will be completed next” 


week, . ‘This is another nice little Book. 
Leta young man ora boy. once read. that, 
aud pay good attention to what: he reads; 
and 1 will pledge my life, that no paper 
money jugeler ever deceives lim as long as 
le live.—There will be fifteen numbers of 
this work : that is thirty pence. This work is 
intended for the use of Schools, and of young 
persons tn general. We shall be ready to re- 
ceive proposals for supplying the Lancaster’: 
and Bell’s Schools,upon the most accomniodat- 
ing terms. As to the Universities, and the 
Schools at Eton and Winchester, the Youths 
WW those Seminaries are busily employed in 
making “* nonsense terses” and other p:w-uits 
of the same sublime description. 


TheFirst number of Cobbett’s Parliamentary 
Register is now ready for sale; and thongh 1 
Caupot say as much for this werk as toi the 
two former, I will nevertheless venture to say 
that it isa very fair and honest compendium, 
tnd being accompauied by the two others, is, 
any rate, not calculated to do any imis- 

—Prige Two pence each number. 


“ DELUDED PEOPLE.” 





“ Unhappy men, whem schoolmasters, for 
“spile, — . 

‘+ Or cruel parents, taught to read ard write! 

“ Why need you read? Why were you taught 
“ to spell? 

‘¢ Why write your names? A mark would de 
** as well.” 

CHURCHILL. 





London, March 20th, 1817. 


“ Poor Detupep Prope,” 


In writing the last Number I was 
pressed for time. The Hampshire 
Parsons and Lockhart the Brave had 
taken up those hours, which ought to 
have been devoted to a better purpose. 
However, as that was the ast public 
meeting, under the old laws of the 
land, and, as the conduct of our ad- 
versafies was somewhat singular and 
discovered their temper, it was not 
altogether useless to put an account 
of it upon record. 

We now live, those of us who may 
be said to live at all, under a. new set 
of laws. First, every man and woman 
is now liable to be seized, at any mo- 
ment, and to be put into a prison, 
and kept there, for any length of time, 
cut of from all communication with 
friends, wife, children, or any body 
else whatever; and also from pen, 
ink, paper, books; in short, any man, 
or woman, may now be taken up, sent 
to any prison in the kingdom however 
distant, without any .charge being 
made known to them, without their 
knowing what is alledged against 
them, without having any idea of whe 
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adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
and the offenders therein shall be aljudg- 
ed felons, and shall suffer death as in cases 
of felony, without benefit of clergy. 

And be it further ogee ‘That if any 
ene or more justice or justices of the 
peace present at any heating requiring 
such notice as aforesaid, shall think fit to 
erder any person er persons who shall at 
such meeting proeeed to propound or 
maintain any proposition for allering any 
thing by law established, otherwise than 
by the Authority of the King, Lords, and 
Commons, m Parliaanent assembled, or 
shall wiifully and advisedly make any 
proposition, or hold any discourse for the 
purpese of inciting and stirring up the peo- 
ple to hatred er contempt of the person 
of his Majesty, bis heirs or suceessors, or 
the government and constitution of this 
realm as by law established, to be taken 
into custody to be dealt with according to 
law ; and in case the said justice or justi. es 
or any of them, or any peace officer acting 
under their or any of their orders, shall be 
obstructed in taking into custody any per- 
son or persons so ordered to be taken into 
custody, then aud tn such case it shall be 
Jawful for any such justice or just:ces 
thereupon to make or cause to be made 
such proclamation as aforesaid in “manner 
aforesaid ; and if any persows to the num. 
ber of twelve or more, being required or 

commanded by such proclamation to dis- 
perse themselves and peaceably depart as 
aforesaid, shall to the number of twelve or 
more, notwithstanding such proclamation 
made, remain or coutiaue together by the 
space of ove hour after such commaud 
or request made by proclamation, that 
then such continuine together to the num- 
ber of twelve or more after such command 
or request made by proclamation, shall be 
adjudged felony without benefit of clergy, 
nnd the offenders therein shall be adjudged 
felous, and shall suffer death as in case of 
felony, without benefit of : Tergy. 

And be it further enacted, That every 
justice and justices of the peace, sheriff, 
under sheriil, mayor and other head offi- 
cer aforesaid, is and are hereby authorized 
and empowered, on notice or knowledge 
of any such meeting or assembly as ‘is 
hereinbefore-mentioned, to 
place where such meetimy or ass 
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shall be, or shall be intended to be holden, 
or to any part thereof, and there to do or 
order, or cause to be done, all such acts 
matters and things as the case may re. 
quire, which they are hereby enabled to 
do or order to be done, or which they are 
otherwise by law enabled to do or order 
to be done; and it shall be law/ul for al) 
and every ‘justices of the peace, sheriff, 
under sheriif, mayor and other head off. 
eer as aforesaid, to take and require the 
assistance of any namber of constables 
or other officers of the peaee within thei 
respective districts, or within the district 
or place wherein every such meeting as 
hereinbefore mentioned shall be holden, 
which constables and other officers of the 
peace are hereby required to attend ac- 
cordingly such justices, sheriff, . under 
sheriff, mayor or other head officer res- 
peetively, and to give such assistance as 
shall be necessary for the due execution of 
this act. 

And be it further enacted, That if such 
persons so assembled as aforesaid, or 
twelve or more of them, after any procla- 
mation made in manner aforesaid, slial! 
continue together and not disperse them- 
selves within one honr, that then it shall 
and may be lawful to and for every Justice 
of the peace, sheriff or under sheriff, of 
the county where such assembly shall be, 
aud also to and for every high or petty 
— ible and other peace officer within 
such county, and also fo and for every 
mayor, justice of the peace, sheriff, and 
other head officer, high or petty constable, 
and other peace officer, of any city or town 
corporate where suct: assembly shall be, 
and to and for such other person and persons 
as shall be commanded to be assisting unto 
any such justice of the peace, sheriff, or 
under sheriff, mayor or other head officer 
afuresaid, who are hereby authorized and 
empowered to commend ali his majesty’s 
subjects, of age and «ilit’, to be assisting 
to them therein, to scize and apprehend, 
aud they are hereby vr -quired to seize and 
a}y~prehend such pers» is so assembled and 
continuing togethe. ‘ier proelamation 
made as afuresaid, ai “orthwith to carry 
the person or pers. is so apprehended 
before one or more of | 's najesty’s justices 
of the peace of the co. tv or place where 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The whole of Volume Thirty-one is now re- 
printed. ‘The reader will please to recollect, 
jbat the latter part of that Volume ceasists 
of Twelve Nambera of Cheap Registers, bee 
ginning with Namber Fiféeen and endiug with 
Number Twenty-six. The former part of that 
Volume is paged in such a way as to fit with 
the paging of Number Fifteen ; so that this 
former part,together with the twelve numbers 
before mentioned, makes the Volume com- 
plete. They may now be bound up into a 
book; and a pretty little Book it will be, 
and will be read, I hope, by all the young 
men and boys ig England. It will dothem a 
great deal more good than Mrs. Hannah 
Moore's §* Village Politics,’ The priceof the 
former part which is just now re-printed will 
be Two Shillings, so that the whole Book will 
be Four Shillings, It may be hound for about 
Sixpence, and will serve a family for twenty 


| years, I verily believe that four and six. 


pence laid out4n this way would do a family 
a thousand times as much good aa putting the 
same sum in ene of George Rose’s Saving 
Banks. 


Paper against Gold will be completed next 
week, . ‘This is another nice little Book. 
Leta young man ora boy once read. that, 
and pay good attention to what he reads; 
and 1 will pledge my life, that no paper 
money jugeler ever deceives him as long as 
lie lives.—-There will be fifteen numbers of 
this work : that is thirty pence. This work is 
intended for the use of Schools, and of young 
persons tn general. We shall be ready to re- 
ceive proposals for supplying the Lancaster’: 
and Bell’s Schools,upon the most accomniodat- 
ing terms. As to the Universities, and the 
Schools at Eton and Winchester, the Youths 
W those Seminaries are busily employed in 
making ‘* nonsense terses” and other p:w-uits 
of the same sublime description. 


TheFirst number of Cobbett’s Parliamentary 
egister is now ready for sale; and thongh 1 
cabot say as much for this werk as toi the 
‘wo former, I will nevertheless venture to say 
that it isa very fair and honest compendium, 
ind being accompanied by the two others, is, 
any rate, not calculated to do any iis- 
—~Prige Two pence each number. 


A Letrer 


TO THE 


“ DELUDED PEOPLE.” 





“ Unhappy men, whem schoolmasters, for 
“spite,  , 

‘+ Or cruel parents, taught to read ard write! 

“ Why need you read? Why were you taught 
“ to spell? 

‘* Why write your names? A mark would de 
“as well.” 

CHURCHILL. 





London, March 20th, 1817. 


“ Poor Detupep Perorre,” 


In writing the last Number I was 
pressed for time. The Hampshire 
Parsons and Lockhart the Brave had 
taken up those hours, which ought to 
have been devoted to a better purpose. 
However, as that was the last public 
meeting, under the old laws of the 


| land, and, as the conduct of our ad- 


versaries was somewhat singular and 
discovered their temper, it was not 
altogether useless to put an account 
of it upon record. 

We now live, those of us who may 
be said to live at all, under a. new set 
of laws. First, every man and woman 
is now liable to be seized, at any mo- 
ment, and to be put into a prison, 
and kept there, for any length of time, 
cut of from all communication with 
friends, wife, children, or any body 
else whatever; and also from pen, 
ink, paper, books; in short, any man, 
or woman, may now be taken up, sent 
to any prison in the kingdom however 
distant, without any .charge being 
made known to them, without their 
knowing what is alledged against 
them, without having any idea of whe 





M 





Hay and Turner, Printers, No, 11, Newcastle Street, Strand, 




































ates 


PR OE RET rere 


Pe ate aie Ree ol 


Sw 








PS Ot 
ot os 


a ee ee 
C he aS ee oe 





355] 


i their a cuser; withont having even 
a heariog fromany body, and without 
their very childven knowing how-they 
are treated, or w fat prison they are 
ia. And, after aH, if a man out-live | 
these sufferings; if he do not die in 
prison, his time of remaining there is 
quite uncertain, It .say be for a 
short, or for a Jong, time: and, if the 
law be continued in force, it may be 
for many, many years. ‘The absolute 
power of imprisoning men in this way 
is lodged in any onc of the Secretaries 
of State, or, in any six Privy Coun- 
cillors, ‘his, therefore, is- the state, 
in which we are ali now placed, ox- 
cept the Members of the éwo Houses 
of Parliament themselvés, who cannot 
be thus mrprisoned, nithout the House | 
being first informed of the cause, and 
without the consent of the House, | 
who would, of coarse, hear the ac- 
cused party in his defenee. But, all 
the rest’ of us are liabie to be taken 
out of our,shops,, fields, or beds, and 
imprisoned-and kept in prison, in the 
manner; that | have above described. 
The Next Act makes it DEATH to 
attempt to seduce SOLDIERS or sai- 


Letter tro tHe * Desvocp Perorce.” [ 359 


daughter, would be liable to be hanzey, 
If a son, seeing a soldier about to 
plunge a bayonet into che body of his 
father by command of his superior (as 
in case of riot, &c. ;) if such son were 
to endeavour to persuade the soldier 
not to obey the comniand, such son 
would be liable to be hanged. Sup. 
posing a son to be the soldier, in euch 
a case, and his mother were to fling 
herself before him and scream out to 
him to spare his father’s life, such mo. 
ther would for such offence, be liable 
tobe hanged. And, observe, this law 
is now made perpetual ; that is to sas, 
it is intended not to last for any 
limited time, but to be always the law 
in future. — ‘Therefore, take care. 
These are cases which muy uever 
exist; but such is the letter of the 
Law. | 

The Third Act relates to public 
Mectings, to Clubs or Societies, aud 
Reading Rooms and other Places for 
Reailing. As to public Meetings, 
there can be no more, except such as 
the Sheriffs, Mayers, and Magistrates 
approve of ; and, deluded as you are, 
you- know very well what sort of 


ouse-hollers may call a meeting by 


lors from their ore Be Now, thertRpians Mectings they will allow of. Seven 
‘you 


my ‘** poor deluded” friends, 

oaght to béar in mind, that, if any one 
of you weré to ask a soldier to quit 
his post, or(o refrain from doing any | 
thing that he had been ordered to do, 
or to do any thing that he had been 
ordered not to do, you would be liable 
to be hanged vpon the oath of that 
soldier. If, for instance, any man, 
siiting ina public house with a sol- | 
ier, were to hold a eonversation with 
ihe saldier, liowever carelessly, which 
might be construed te have for its ob- 
yect to induce the soldier not to obey | 
any command of his officers, sach man | 
would be Hable to be hanged. Uf a! 
mother, wife, or sweet-heart, were to | 
endeavour to induce a son,a husband, | 
or lover, to desert, she would he liable | 
to be Aanged = [f a wife, or daughter, | 





public NOTICH; but, they must 
sigu their Notice and lodge it with the 
Clerk of the Peace; and, when the 
meeting takes plaee, any single Magis: 


trate may come, and, tf he chooses,’ 


disperse it ; and, if any speaker utter 
any thing. whieh the Magistrate may 
think calculated to stir up the people 
to hatred or contempt ef the govern- 
ment, the Magistrate u.ay take such 
speaker. into, custody., And, +f any 
number of people exceeding twelre 
remain together after the meeting is or- 
dered to disperse; or, if any one 
vested the authority-of the Magistrate 
in any way upon these occasions ; all 
such persons are to suffer death, So 
that, as vou, see, no Bieeting can DOW 
be held without the conscut of Sherif 


were to endeavour to induce’a solilier |; Mayor, Magistrate, or, some person! 
to wink at thé escape of a husband, or. authority ; for, to suppose, that, under 


2 father, in pursuit of Whom that sol. 
dier hod bean sent, seth’ wife, or | 


7 | 


‘stch a daw, any offer sorfof meelh§ 


willtake place is nonsense. Seppo? 
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for instance, that seven of us, in Hamp=| out of them, very frequently, every 
shire, were to call a meeting by public | work that they disliked. The Regis. 
Notice, Parson Baines of Exton, or} ter, for instance, has feng been ba- 
any other Magistrate, might come to |'nished from the mast of them, asit 
it, and if he chose, order us all to dis. |‘has been from the Mess Rooms of the 
perse in an hour upon pain of death. army avd navy > and\ my “ Paper 
Or, when any of us began to speak, if} against Gold,” which now surpasses 
we talked about Sinecures, Taxes, or | in sale any publication that ever was 
Seats, or any thing else, no matter | heard of in London, except tlhe Regis- 
what, which Parson Baines might | ter, and which is so well calculated to 
think calculated to bring the govern- | enlighten the nation upon the most 
ment into hatred or contempt, he wight |‘important of all subjects at this mo- 
seize us Guid imprison us ; and, if any j ment, and the events -so clearly. fore- 
one resisted the seizure, he would be \'told in which are pow, developing 
liable to su fler death. This being now | themselves in such a tremendous man- 
the law, [ leave you to guess, whether | ner ; even this work, which. is purely. 
any Meetings will be again held, |6n political economy, and has nothing 
except those, which are called by | atall to do with party politics ; even 
persons i audhority; and what-sort | this work was shut out of the Reading 
of meetings thosé are vou know well ; Rooms with the most peraeyering ob- 
enough, | 'stinacy. Still however, there was no 

As to Clubs and Societies, none can positive law to prevent awy-particular 
now exist for any palitical purpose. [ | work, or works of any déscription, 
do not see how jt is possible for any | from being read in these Rooms ;.and, 
man to belong to any such society, |'the truth is, that the change af times, 
without subjecting himself to the pains and: circamstances began to opta these 
and penalties of this law. _ jiplaces to works ig faveur.ef economy 

Then comes the part of the law that land reform. -Now therefore this new. 
is levelled against the press. ‘There.|'law puts. all. these Roaprs, aswell as 
dre many places, where people mect att. Pluces for Lecluring, whether 
loread., They used to meet to ‘read:| House, Room, other Building, or Field, 
the Legister. One person read, and | unde the superintendance and: power 
the rest listened, so that a single Re- | of tie Mugistrates. » There is new to 
sister servcd for a-hundred or two of be’ no Reading. Place, or, Place for 
persons; and by this method the ‘giving out publications to be read, no. 
heavy expence. occasioned by: the | Lecturing place, no. Debating place, 
itamp, &¢.. was so divided’ as to make |’without a Licence, granted at the sole 
itnothing at all, ‘There are what.are | pleasure of the Magistrates; and, the 
called Reading. Rooms-a} over the | Magistrates may,whenever they please, 
kingdom, In most large towns there revoke and put an end tothe Licence. 
are several of these; . At-these places ‘If.the Magistrates find that any publi+ 
books, pamphtets, and . newspapers | cations, whieh éhey may deem to. be of 
are bonght into a common stock. by |'an irrcligiowsy immoral, .or seditious 
the subscribers. te the room, who go TENDENCY, is. kept in any such 
When they like and readoat the room. | place, they may take away the Licence 
The books, pamphicts, and. newspa- | and put an end to the business of the 
Pers are bought, or taken in, by’ a »man who keeps the Room or Place for 
rote of the majority of thesabscribers; | rearling. Fhe Magistrates are, therefore, 
ind in. most cases, the. publications in. | to be the sele judges of what ought to 
culeate different political principles | be read in. such places and of what 
tod: views, because; generally, .men | ought motto be read. They can refuse 
ike ta hear both sides. The Magis- | a licenco to any man;.and they can 
trates and Parsons bave long had great | takea Jiccuce aicay from any man alter 
Way¥-in these rooms. andhave fept |-be has. got it. Luey are epg sod 
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by this law to demand admittance into 
every such place, in order, of course, 
that they may hear, or see, what pub- 
li¢ations the man keeps to be read, or 
given out to be read; and, if they are 
refused admittance, they may, at 
once, puta stop to the man’s busi- 
ness as keeper of such Reading Place. 
It is quite elear, then, that no publi- 
cations can now be kept in any of 
these places, except such as the Magis- 
trates shall approve of. If, for in- 
stance, a Reading Room at South- 
ampton has taken in the Register, it is 
not very likely, that the Magistrates 
there will suffer the Master of the 
Room to have a Licence, unless upon 
condition of his throwing out the Be- 
gister; and, if he suffer it to come in 
after he has got his Licence, it is not 
very likely, that he will be permitted 
to retain his Licence. So on with re- 
gard to all other publications which 
the Magistrates do pot like; for, to 
bé sure, they will look upon all such 
publications as having a ¢endency of an 
immoral or seditious sort. Hitherto 
it has been deemed sufficient te punish 
severely the authors, printers, and 
publishers of irreligious, immoral and 
seditious publications. If the works 
could be proved to the satisfaction of 
even a Special Jury to be libellous, 
the works were stopped and the par- 
ties punished. But, now, though a 
work be ever so innocent in the eye of 
the libel law, it may still be net s0 in 
the eye of a Magistrate, and then it is 
to be shut out of these Rooms, and 
the Keepers of these Rooms may pos- 
sibly be ruined’ for suffering them to 
come into their Rooms, though brought 
in by a vote of their Subseribers. 
Under such- circumstances, it is 
quite obvious, that there will be no 
works, not even newspapers, suffered 
to be read, or kept, in Reading Places, 
except such as the Magistrates, the 
most active of whom are the Parsons, 
approve of. It is quite obvious, that 
they will now have the absolute power 
of selecting works for the gentlemen 
and tradesmen to read at all these 
mumerous places; and that they will 
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let them have no works to read 
which the government do not like they 
should read, there can, t suppose, be 
very little doubt. One consequence 
of this will be, a great diminution of 
the Subscriptions to Reading Rooms; 
for, it is impossible to believe, that 
the Subscribers will not revolt at the 
idea of placing themselves voluntarily 
under this edious species of superin. 
tendance and dictation; and, as to 
those, who have now subscribed, they 
have clearly a right instantly to with. 
draw, and not to pay one farthing 
from the day of the passing of the 
act, seeing that the act nullifies their 
previous engagement, and leaves them 
not to that free choice of publications, 
which they enjoyed under their con- 
tract with the Master of the Room. 
With respect to Public-houses, Inns, 
Ceffee-houses, and the like, as the 
granting or refusing of their Licences 
depend already upon the absolute will 
and pleasure of the Magistrates, it 
would be foolish indeed to suppose, 
that any newspapers would, in future, 
be received in them, which'the Magi- 
strate shall ¢hink to contain any thing 
of an irreligious, immoral, or seditious 
TENDENCY. And, only think of 
the exterft of this word: tendency ! 
Only think of the boundless extent of 
such a word, and of such a word being 
left to the interpretation of thousands of 
men! Suppose the editor of a news. 
paper to insert an article, which arti- 
cle recommended the reduction of the 
salt tax. What does this ¢end to! 
Why, to be sure, a Magistrate might 
think, to make the people discontented 
with the salt tax; to make them dis- 
contented with the salt tax would be, 
he might think, to make them discon- 
tented with those who compel the people 
to pay it; those who compel the peo- 
ple to pay itare King, Lords, and Com. 
mons ; and, therefore, here is an article 
which ¢ends to make the people dis- 
contented with Kings, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and which, of course, fends to 
produce hatred of them, and to bring 
about insurrection, treason, revolu- 
tion, and blood and carnage. ‘Ther? 
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is no bounds to this word ‘tendency, 
and that, too, as left to the mere opz- 
nion of the Magistrate. Therefore it 
js mantfest, that while the direct power 
vill overawe and regulate and con- 
trou! the Reading Rooms and such 
places, the éndirect power will banish 
fron: public houses of all sorts, every 
publication, which is at all hostile to 
tie views of the gevernment; and, in 
short, that there will, in none of these 
places, be any reading, except on one 
sile. 

lence will follow a great falling off 
in the bookselling aad newspaper 
trades, in the amount of the news- 
paper and paper duty, in the paper- 
making trade, and in all the various 
emoluments, to which the making of 
paper, and the printing and binding 
and circulating of books and papers 
give rise. Another consequence will 
be, a disregard, a total disregard, for 
all (hat is permitted to be read. ‘Those 
who disapprove of these new restraints 
will consider all that is now permitted 
in the Reading places as partial trash, 
intended to be crammed down their 
throats ; and, even those, who have 
been mortified at the growing influence 
of opinions which they disliked, wiil 
soon begin to sicken at the effects of 
the accomplishment of their own 
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This is the shameful state to which 
our adversaries are now reduced. The 
triamph is ours, not theirs. It was‘a 
combat of argument, and they have 
taken shelter nnder the shield of phy- 
sical force. Yet, Mr. CAnnina, amidst 
loud cheering, as is reported, accused 
us of foul play! He said, that we, 
who have written in the cause of Re- 
form, have poisoned the sources of 
education ; that we have turned the 
capacity to read, amongst the labour- 
ing people, to a most mischievous ac- 
count; that we have acted like an 
encmy, who, tao cowardly to meet 
our adversaries in the field, have at- 
acked him secret/y by putting poison. 
ous drugs into the Wells and Springs 
of Water! 

This comes with decency indeed 
from one of those, who have resorted 
to a Suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act! If indeed, we had stopped the 
hawking of our enemy’s publications 
while our own were permitted to be 
hawked freely ; if I, for instanee, had 
seized numerous poor creatures and 
put them in prison for setling Corrap- 
tion’s pamphlets, while | protected the 
sellers of my own; if L had caused 
scores of lying publications to be sent 
forth and given away, while Corrup- 
tion had contented herself-with a fair 


wishes. ‘They will soon begin to feel, |sale; if I, unable to anewer Corrup- 


that to triumph over argument by the 
force of penal Statutes, is a thing net: 
tobe proud of. They will very soon’ 
be ashamed of their success. They 
will very soon lose all relish for read- 
ing that which the law permits noé fo 
be controverted. They will soon per- 
ceive, that they are placed in the situa- 
tion of a man, who being upon the 
point of defeat in a boxémg match, has 
saved himself by resorting to the pro- 
tection of a dagger. ‘Phey will see 
their adversasies retire’ indeed, bat re- 
tire amidst the applause and admira- 
tion of all the. good and the brave, 
while they themselves have pething to 
keep them ig eountenance bat tlie un- 
cousoling cheers of sophistry, sélfish- 
hess, servility, and of cowardice with- 


-fion, had sent out placards to be post- 
ed up against her in the dead of the 
}Hight, while she scorned to resort.te 
‘any such means ageinst me. If this 
had been the conduct of the parties, 
‘then, indeed, I mightjustly have beea 
accused of the most infamous foul play. 
But, exactly the reverse has been the 
fact. I have relied solely upon the 
power of truth and of reason; Ihave 
hadno other aiders-and abettors. than 
these; I have trusted wholly to the 
honesty and the sound understandiugs 
of the people ; and, how have I been 
answered ? 

But, if the. people, if millions of 
people, if nine tei%hs of the whole na- 
tion, really are ‘* poor deluded crea- 
tures,’ why has the delusion not been 





outa parallel in the history of mankind. 


|prevented? ‘There are twenty thou- 
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sand’ Parsons, four or five dhousatid | was sending forth, why was not the 
Lawyers, the two Universities, the two | antidote administered ? Or, does this 
Houses of Parliament, many thousends | gentleman suppose, that the superin. 
of Magistrates, many hundreds, of.) tendance of Reading Rooms, or, the 
writers for pay. What! And, could! Suspension of our Persova! Sate ty . 18 
not all these, with all tireic loarning, the proper antidute2, Is this the » ay 
and with all their weight, ebenternet, to convince either me, or my readers, 
the ‘effect of one poor Tio-Penny , that we are in error? Are errors 
Pimphict! Fon, you will. observe, ) ever corrected in this way 
that éhis it was, which, at. bottam, | Ob, no! Mr. Ecirer, you may be 
was the sain thing ! Lord Sidmouth, | well assured, that, if the people have 
inthis speech, clearly pointed it out, | been “ deluded, » ‘they ‘are not to be 
though he‘did not actually. nawe it... put right -by means like these ; but, 
He said, that cheap publications had , outbe contr ary, they will now not even 
found their way tuto: the very cote | listen tu any thing that shall be writ. 
tages and hovels. And, he said very | 'ten to.them onthe other side. If I 
truly; but, what reason was this: for | were to be reudcred silent, they would 
suspending the Act of Ilabeas Cor- | still, more firmly than ever, adhere to 
pus?) He -said, that the pamphlets’) my doctrines, They would, and they 
had been submitted to the Law Offis | will at any rate, treasure up all the 
cers, and-that they were found to be | Ltit/e Books thgt they have got.— 
Written with so much dewicrity that he | They will seover part, with their shirts 
WAS sorry to say, that, hitherto, the | than they will, part with them. As 
Ldeo-O fficers could find in them nothing. measures t6. close the people’s eyes 
to prosecute! And; what thea ? Why agains t these Books, the new laws 
he proposed, in that very speech, .tke | have-come fvo fate, ‘That whieh you 
Suspension of the Act of " Habcas omg call “ verona,” aud.w hich TE call w hole. 
pA! Twould even now willingly diss | some food. for the mind, has adready 
‘believe. this report of the speech.“of.):2ecn, received {o. repletion. Little 
Liord Sittmouth ; bat, from what has} more could have been done in the 
passed since, Lam afraid thaf it was | way of énculcating principles ; if no» 
but too mach like what the news. thing at all were done in addition, 
papers have reported. ; «+, those principles will never be eradi- 

“Why not mame me at once ? Why cated, and never cease to actuate the 
not order me not to wrife any more? minds of Englishmen; and, though 
Mr. Een er, one of the friends of |.at the bottom of a dungeon, 1 shall 
Burke and of Lord Fitzwilliam, said, | always have the consolation to reflect, 
on the second day of the sessipy, that | that more, many more, than a million 
the designing men were sending forth:| of my Little Books are in the hands of 
on eats in their ‘‘:venomaus weekly | my countrymen. 

© publications.” I will not tell this; Towards me.above ali men this treat- 

ilaning of what [might tell him; ; ment.is most foul. I haye never prac- 
nor Wilk I calb his ‘observations veno- | tised deluszon; Lhave never courted po- 
mous; but, I ask bimy if it. was. a | pularity; Lnever fellintothe cry against 
venomous act.to put @ stop to all the | Vythes or that against the Corn bill; 
violences against machine owners and | { have never endeavoured to set the 
against bakers, bittchers and farmers 2 | poor against the rich; I have never 

Ten thousand of such men as he} been guilty ofan attempt. to practise 
would not have been able to do. this, | delusion of any sort. My hostility to 
which I alone did, and that, too, in the. Funding System has been long 
the spare of one month, aud by the | and persevering; [ have proposed the 
means of that publication, which he | checking of jts mischiefs to every mat 
was pleased to. call “ venomous.” | in high station, to whom I have ever 
But, again, if it was venom, that F/had an opportunity of spedking- 
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Fourteen years ago, when the interest | effectually 


of the debt was only just half what. it 
isnow, L urged the adoption of this 
measure. A thousand times did IT en- 
deavour to impress upon the mind of 
Mr. Winpitam a sense of the extreme 
danger of this terrible system, and this 
isa fact very well known to Mr, 
Extiot, who did not then appear to 
look upen my sentiments as * veno- 
mous.” I taid a’ plan before Mr. 
Windham, which, of it had been adopt- 
vd, would have-insured, at this day, 
tranquillity, happiness and liberty, in- 
stead of what: we have the sorrow and 
the shame to feel. It was not a sub- 
ject congenial to his turn of mind. 

He thought my appreheusions ground. 
less. He used to say, that it would 
be thme enough to jump over that 
ditch when we came to it; but, I an- 
swered, that, if we staid til] we got to 
the dite h, we never should be able to 

I told him a thousand 
times, that if the Funding System were 
not effectually checked, this nation 
must be enslaved. I told him, that at. 
last, the thing would’ become wholly 

unmandgeable ; that it would roll 
backwards and forwards’ liké the bil-. 
lows of the troubled ocean, swatlew- 
ing up acertain portion of happiness 
at every roll, and that at last; it 
would produce the very thing that the 
war and that all his endeavours had 
been intended to prevent, - 

And, have I, then, my countrymen, 
deluded you as to this-subject, upon. 
which all others depend? Havel 
told you any thing, as to this greatest4 
of all points, more than [ told this 
Statesman many years ago? ‘The 
only difference is, that you have his. 
tened to me, and he did not, because | 
[ could not make him see the danger. 
The application for a Reform of the 
Parliament we have proved to be just 
and expedient ; but, this is a‘ matter 
which still admitted of déseusséon. 
The misery, however, produced by 


Ahe funding system came and mived 


self with the: question of Reform. 


And, whose fault was that? Not- 
mne; for, I would, long ago, ‘have 
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prevented the misery by 
checking the funding system; and 
that, F “knew, could be done even 
now, But, because the misery ex- 
isted, were we net tu uftge our claims 
for Reform in a peaceable and orderly 
manner, and with the observance. ot 
all the forms and. ceremonies pre- 
scribed by the Constitution ¢ 

No: you tave not been deluded. 
It isnot a mixfortune that you have 
been able to read. You have read, 
an? you understand, and will long 
remember, what you have read. It 
is quite tmpossible for any man to 
fSresee what will now take place ; but, 
it must be clear to every one, that 
the measures which ave been n adopt- 
ed will not operate as a cure for any 
part of the evils that oppress the 
country. My real belief is, that a 
few conetliatery words would have 
done much more than all these laws ; 
and, besides, the inere absence of tu- 
mult is not tranquillity. That tran- 
quillity whichis worth any thing must 
have a‘souree other than that of force 
and of fear. Prosperity never can 
return under these laws, which, if 
they continue in .force for any length 
of time, will infallibly reduce the na- 
tion t) a state of feebleness such as it 
never before knew. Its character 
will sink very fast, and, along with 
its character, its resources and its 
power. There are now a million 
people, men and their femilies, sup- 
ported by sudseriplion, exclusive of 
the paupers usually so called. In 
such a state of things how is it possi- 
ble that the people should not become 
utterly dexraded, while, at the same 
time, the means of employ ment are 
daily growing less and. less? 

These aré all the. natoral and inevi- 
table consequences of a Funding Sys- 
tem. A -Fanding System has never 
existed tm any. country, without pro- 
ducing: indescribalte misery: Paine 


-most aptly observed, that such a Sys- 


tem gave uznaturaé vigour ’till it ar- 
rived: at its climax, and theu it pre. 
duced -unnatural poverty‘and. feeble. 
ness. *his has- been. precisely the 
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case here; and, as to the nonsense 
about ‘‘a sudden transilion from war 


fo peace,”’ it is only the offspring of | 


sickly brains. Here is a great cause 
of misery and feebleness at work, and 
nothing can restore happiness and 
energy except the removal of that 
cause. Mr. Cannine and his feliow- 
labourer Mr. Exuror may scold about 
my ‘* poison” and * venom” as long 
as they please; but to my shop they 
must come at last, or the malady will 
end in a most dreadful convulsion. 
Before I conclude, let me notice a 
famous falsehood, which has appeared 
inthe Morning Post of the i8thinstaut, 
in the following words :—** Conpetr 
“ Cuastisrp.—in one instance at 
¢ Jeast, this Hectoring Bully has met 
‘with his: deserts. Understandiug 
‘6 that he passed the night of Sunday at 
“6 Mr. Timothy Brown’s at Peckham, 
‘Mr. Lockuarr repaired thither 
“early yesterday morning, with the 
‘intention of chastising the Re- 
«former for his insolence at Win- 
“‘ chester. Before Mr. L. had reach- 
ed the Bricklayers’ Arms, he met 
6 Cobbett returning to town, and, be- 
‘ing furnished with a ¢remendous 
“¢ horse-whip, he applied it sans cere- 
%¢ monte, to the broud and welt-wdapt- 
“ed shoulders of his antagonist. 
‘ Copper escaped into the shop of 
‘6 Mr. Jones, the apothecary, where he 
‘* remained for two hours. His sconce 
“ appears to have suffered consider- 
S$ able damage, as he was scen to leave 
“ the apothecary’s shop with an enor- 
“ mous plaster over his left eye.” 
Now, who, at’a distance from Lon- 
don, would not believe this to be 
true2 Who would not believe, that 
there was, at least, truth in some part 
of it ?; Who would not believe, that, 
at any rate, I was at Mr. Brown’s on 
Sunday 2 Who would believe, that 
it was wholly false? Nevertheless, I 
never was within sevcral miles of Peck- 
ham Jast Sunday ; I slept at No. 8, 
Catherine Street on that night; I 
never was out of that house on the 
Momlay; and I have never seen 
Lockhart the Brave sinee he came to 
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me, with his éwo tilnesses, at the 
Piack Swan at Winchester ! 

This is ** delusion” indeed! It is 
the readers of these vile publications 
who are ** deluded.’’ This is, however, 
only a specimen of what Corruption is 
carable of, and of what she has long 
practised. It is, after this, hardly 
necessary to say, that it- would be 
foolish, and even base, in my readers, 
ever again to listen for one moment 
to any thing which Corruption’s press 
may say against me, be it what it 
may, aud be it stated with whatever 
solemnity. I have often said, that 
these men would not stick at false 
oaths; and, { am persuaded, that the 
public will now be of my opinion. 
Cau any one believe, that a wretch, 
who could sell himself to a purpose 
like this, would not sels his oath, if 
he could get a good price for it? | 
have often said, and I repeat, that 
those, who have the power over the 
greater part of the London press, are 
the very basest of mankind. The 
wretch, who publishes this ‘* venom,” is 
a staunch partizan of the late mcasures, 
and a gross calumniator of the friends 
of Reform. There needs no more 
upon the subject. ‘The nation will 
judge him all in good time. 


Iam, my worthy Countrymen, 
Yoar friend, 


Wn. Consett. 


P.S. The narrative and document, 
relative to Napoleon, I take from: the 
public papers. -It is of great interest; 
and it is fit, that you all should read 
it and preserve it. You will know 
very well what opinion to form on the 
subject without any commentary of 


mine. 
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-& courier. 


AN 
APPEAL 
TO THE 
BRITISH NATION, 
&c. &c. §c. 





If any doubts could have existed in 
my mind as to the execution of the 
duty £ owed my unfortunate master, 
these doubts would have beeu removed | 


by the gencrous feelings which every | 


Enghigk man has expressed to whom | 
have related the stury of his sufferings. 
ltis now manifest to me, that the 
British nation has only to know the 
facts 1 am about to state for ameliv- 
ration of that treatment, which not 
only imbitters his existence, but which 
menaces life itself, and affixes a deep 
stain on the character of a country 
to whose officers he surrendered. him- 
self, in the confidence of its honour 
and magnanimity. 

I shall take care’ not to abuse the 
feelings of those I address by an ex- 
aggerated statement. I shall coufine 
myself to a strict relation of facts, 
supported by the document which is 
anuexed. In taking this measure, ] 
rely on the protection of the Knglish 
nation, as I have not been guilty of 
auy calumny, or intended offence, 
and ] trast an appeal to humanity and 
the laws of nations wil] not be slight- 
ed or rejected, because it is made by 
an humble individual in favour ef un- 
fortunate greatness, 

I am a native of the Island of Cor- 
tictas at the age of thirteen 1 entered 
the military service in the battalion 
of Corsican sharp-sheoters. I .was 
present at the battles of Ulm, Auster- 
litz, Jena, Prussian Elau, Friedland, 
Ratisbonu, Eckmuhl, Aspern, Ypers- 
berg, Wagram, and finally at the bat- 
tle of Polosk, after which I quitted 
the profession of a soldier for that of 
When the Emperor de-' 
parted from Fontainbleau for the 
Island of Eiba, I determined on fol- 
‘owing him without feeling amy con- 
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cern about the rank in which | might 
continue my services. A short time 
after our arrival | was presented to 
the Emperor. He recognized an old 
soldicr who had never failed in the 
fulfilment of his duty, and had the 
goodness to grant me the places of 
messenger to his cabinet and keeper 
of his port-folio. I returned to 
France in 1815, in the suite of the 
Emperor, and alter the battle of Wa- 
terloo, | accompanied him to Roche- 
fort, and on board the English ship 
the Bellerophon. Finally, l was ene 
of the few faithful servants of his Ma- 
jesty, who had the happiness to follow 
him to St. Helena, where, for nearly 
a year, I served near his persen. 

‘The Emperor, on his arrival, resided 
in the house of a merchant named 
Balcombe, where he -remained for 
about two months; Mr. Balcombe’s 
house was neither suitable nor conve- 
nient ; but for this Sir George Cock- 


| burn was in no way blameable. On 


every occasion he endeavoured to 
couciliate the duties of his office with 
the respect and delicacy which were 
due to the rank aud misfortunes. of 
his august prisoner. . 

From thence the Emperor was trans- 


ferred to Longwood, which was ence. 
an farm belonging to the Kast India. 


Company. In this wretched asylum 
he stills remains. 
ber is scarcely large enough to contain 
a bed and a few chairs. The roof of 
this hovel..consisis of paper, coated 
with pitch, which i§ beginning to rot, 
and through which the rain water and 
dew penctrates In addition to all 
these inconveniences, the house. is 
infested by rats who devour every 
thing that they can reach! All the 
Emperor’s linen, even that which was 
lately sent from England, has been 
gnawed and completely destroyed by 
them. For want of closets, the linen 
is necessarily exposed upon the floor. 


fWhen the Emperor is at dinner, the 


rats run about the apartment, and 
even creep between his feet. 

The report of a house haviug been 
built forthe Emperor, which, it has 


His sleeping cham. : 
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been said, was sent from England, is | 
entirely false. Some picces of timber | 
work have, indeed, arrived ; but the 
governor declared that a house’ cannot 
be built in less than three or four | 
years. . 

When the Emperor was established 
at Longwood, Sir G. Cockbarn intro- 
duced the most exact cconomy into | 
every branch of the expenditure. 
Emperor, however, never wanted what 
was necessary, and the Admiral always 
took care that nothing should be re- 
fused which, with due regard to the 
locality, the person of the Emperor, 
and his duty, was indispensable. 

It is not, however, economy which | 
the nez Governor has introduced into 
the household of the Emperor, it is. 
absolute want. 

It is to be recollected the Governor | 


touk upon himself the entire charge ot | 
the maintenance of Napoleon and his | 


site ; but the provisions he furnishes 
are always in too small a quantity, 
and also, very often, of ‘bad quality, 
In the latter case, when the Himperor’s 


house-steward (Cipriani) has port 


himself under the necessity of sending 


back the provisions, the articles are | 


never replaced by others more fit for 
use, and it has been necessary to wait 
until the following day for a supply. 
It-has often happened: that, on find- 
ing himself without any butchers’ 
meat for the Emperor’s table, the stew- 


ard has sent me to purchase a sheep, | | 


for which J have paid four guineas, 
and often could only procure pork for ' 
making soup. 

Captain Poppleton, of the 53d regi- | 
ment, appointed to guard the Emperecr, 
if he is the man of honour I believe | 
him to be, will not fail to bear witness 

that he has often lent candies to lighten | 
this abode of desolation, .as well as 
bread, butter, poultry, and even salt. 
'- was even, from necessity, in the 


habit of repairing secretly to the Eng-_ 


lish camp to purchase butter, eggs, and 
bread, of the soldiers’ wives, other- 
wise the Emperor would often have 
been without breakfast, and even 
without dinner ! , 


The | 


Buirisu Natron. [379 
| The Governor so6ut seven servants 
to Longwood, but the Emperor was 
| obliged to dismiss four of them from 
| inability to supply them with food! on 
which the Governor granted soldiery 
‘| rations tothe three that remained. 
| Often has it also happened that Cj. 
| priani, the steward, has purchased from 
these three servants the rations of 
bread they received from the camp, in 
consequence of the want of. provisions 
for the Kmperor and his suite, which 
had not arrived. 

It is a fact, which will appear in. 
credible, but whidh is not less true, 
that the Emperor is Vimited tou bottle 
| of wine per day! Mirshal and Ma. 
| danie. Bertrand, Generat. Montholon 

and his Lady, Gencrat Gourgand and 
Count de fas Cazas' have also each 
| their bottle. 

Marshal Bertrand has three ‘chil- 
dren M. de Montholon two: and 
M. de Las Cazas. one, about fifteen or 
| sixteen yeers of age! and for all these 
mouths the Governor allows. no ra; 
tions’! 

In this state of things the Mmperor 
has been compelled to sel} all his plate, 
to procure the first necessaries of tife! 
I myself broke it in pieces before it was 
sent to the market. ‘The produce of 
the sale was deposited, by order of the 
‘Governor, in the hands of Mr. Bal- 
_combe, and the Emperor was not per- 
| mitted to-touch a single penny. 
| When--the house-steward, wishing 
| to supply the deficiency of the -provi- 

sions. farnished by the Governor, 
| makes purehascs himself (which hap- 
pens every day!) he can only pay 
| them by Orders upon Mr. Balcombe. 
| TLused to rise at break of day, and 
| when I did not succeed in shooting 2 
| few pigeons, in the neighbourhood ef 
| our dwelling, the Emperer frequently 
had nothing for breakfast. The pro- 
visions do not reach Longwood until 
two or three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and when they were of so bad a qna- 
lity that the house-steward had to send 
'them back, the Emperor subsisted ev- 
tirely on the produce. of my shoeting. 
On these oceasions, the eook thought 
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nimsélf fortunate in haxipg brooght 
from Paris some portable cakes, ‘with 
«hich he made. seup for. the Emperor. 

[here is uo water fit fer copking, at 
Longwood. Very good water may, 
however, be procured ata distance o! 
twelve hundred yards, which might. be 
‘oiveyed to. the Emperor’s barracks at 
ih &xpence of from twelve to filtcen 
hundred francs, - 

‘The house is only supplied by the 
vater Which is brought from this foun- 
tain; it is open otily once during the 
iy; at ai other times it’ is locked. 
The key i is kept by an- ‘English officer, | 
who iS ‘Scarcely ever present when 
vater, is wanted. . Theré is a conduit 
for couveying waier to the English 
camp ;* but it was thought unnecessary 
todoas much for the uafortunate Na- 
poleos. : | 
“{ spare the great and humane 


ona — 





aglish nation-a picture of the other 
insults and humiliations, to which the 
Emperor is. exposed, and also a fur- | 
ther detail of the complaints, which | 
the Emperor makes against the Go- 
vernor, Sir Hudson Lowe. ‘1 shal! 
confine myself to observing, that at 
the last visit the Governor made to 
Longwood, and.at which I was pre- 
sent, he offended him. to such a de- 
gree, that the Emperor said, ** Have 
“you not, then, done with insulting 
_ me? Leave my presence, and let 
‘me never see you again, unless 
you have received orders from your 
* government to assassinate me: you | 
“will then find me ready to lay open 
my breast to you. My person is 
>in your power. You may shed m 
’ “Weed P . : 
The climate of Longwood is, be- 
sides, most unhealthy; every thing 
is there in extremes—the humidity, 
the wind, and the heat. 
Admiral Cockbufyhad marked out | 
2 circuit of two leagues for the Em-. 
Peror’s promenade; the present Go- 
vernor has, without any motive, 
tbridged it to half a league. 
The inconveniences of the climate. 
of Longwood, aud particularly the 
‘umidity to which the Emperor is @x-' 


en 
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posed, have cefisiderably injured his 
health, and it is the opipton of his 
English physician that he cannot re- 
main there another year without ha- 
zarding his life.’ 

The Emperor having disposed of his 
plate could dispense with the services 
of the keeper of the plate, and hav- 
ing been compelled to. diminish the 
number of his horses, for want of a 
suflicient supply of forage, he has dis- 
charged one of the two grooms whom 
he kept in his serviee; having no 
longer any eabinet, ihe ailice of 
huissier -became equally stiperfluous, 
and he thought proper tc dismiss me. 
In the same manner objects of the 
first necessity, fer his household, suf- 
fer daily diminution. 

Colonel Poniatowskihas since been 
removed from. the Islaud by order of 
the Governor. 

We departed fom Saint Helena on 
the 28th of October, on board the 
English frigate the Orontis, and after 
having sailed to the Cape of Good 
Hope, we again returned to St. He. 
lena. There we remained for several 
days without being suffered to land. 
The Emperor having been informed of 
our return, caused some brovisions to 
be purchased at James ‘Town for our 
voyage to England, which were sent 
on board the vessel. We were, how- 
ever under tle necessity of sending 
back the live stock, as the Captain 
insisted on our killing it immediately. 
As for the wine, we never tasted it 
during.the voyage, as we would not 
submit to have the Emperor’s present, 
which ‘was strictly our -oyny-distri- 
} buted to usin rations by tt Captain. 

‘On the 25th of Februar y we arrived 
at Portsmouth, from whence I pro- 
ceeded to London, to fulfil the pain- 
ful but. sacred duty which I now dis- 


} charge,’ by thre publication of this 


nerrative. 
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tacle of the coalition of the four great- 
-est Powers of Europe for. the op- 
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Letrer, 


By order of the Emperor Napoleon, 
addressed by General Count Mon- 
tholon, to Sir - Hudson Lowe, Bri- 
lish Governor of the Island of St. 
Helena. 


August 25th, 1816. 


GENERAL, I have received the Trea- 
ty of the 2d of August, 1815, con- 
cluded between His Britannic Ma- 
jesty, the Emperor of Austria, the 
Emperor of Russia, and the King of 
Prussia, which accompanied your let- 
ter of the 23d of July. 

The Emperor Napeleon protests | 
against the contents of thet 7 
he is not the pri r of Vugl 
After having placed his abdication in 
the hands of the Representatives 0° 
the Nation, for the advantage of the 
Constitution adopted by the French 
people, and in favour:of his Son, he 
repaired voluntarily and freely to Eng- 
land, with the view of living there, as 
a private individual, under the protec 
tion of the’ British laws. J'he vio- 
lation of every law cannot constitute a 
vight. ‘The person of the Kmperor 
Napoleon is actually in the power of 
England, but he neither has been, nor 
is,*in the power of Austria, Russia, 
and Prussia, either in fact or of right, 
even according to the laws and cus- 
toms of ingland, which never included, 
in the exchange of prisoners, Russians, 
Prussians, Austrians, Spaniards, or 
Portuguese, though united to these 
powers by treaties of alliance and 
making war conjointly with them. 

The Convention of the 2d of August, 
concluded fifteen days after the Empe- 
tor was in England, cannot have of 
right any effect. It exhibits only a spec- 


Ve hale 


pression of a single man !—a coalition 
which the opinion of every nation and 
all the principles of sound morality 
equally disavow. 

The Emperors of Austria and Kus- 
sia, and the King of Prussia, having 





neither in fact or in right any claim 


over the person of the Emperor Napo, 


' leon, could decide nothing respecting 


him. 

Hac the Emperor Napoleon bee, 
in the power of the Emperor. of Aus. 
tria, that Prince would have recollect. 
ed the relations which religion apg 
nature have formed between a father 
and a son—relations which are never 
violated with impunity. 

He would have recollected thai 
Napoleon had four times restored tg 
him his throne: viz. at Leoben jp 
1797, at Luneville in 18045 when his 
armies were unde; the walls of Vien. 
na, at Presburgh, in 1806, and at 
Vienna in 18095 when -his armies 

| possession of the eapital and 
‘iree-fourths of the monarchy ! That 
Prince would have recollected the 
protestations he made to Napoleon 
at the bivouuc in Moravia in 1806, and 
at the interview in Dresden in 1812, 

Had the person of the Emperor Na. 
poieen been in the power of the Em. 
peror Alexander, he would have recol: 
lected the ties of friendship contract. 
ed at Tilsit, at Erfurth, and during 
twelve years of duily correspondence. 

He would have recollected the con- 
duct of the Emperor Napoieon the day 
after the battle of Austerlitz, when, 
though he could have made him, with 
the wreck of his army, prisoner, 
contented himself with taking his 
parole, and allowed him to operate his 
retreat. He would have recellected 
the dangers to which the Emperor 
Napoleon personally exposed? himself 
in order to extinguish the fire of Mos- 
cow, and to preserve that capital for 
him—assuredly, that Prince would 
never have violated the duties of friend- 
ship and gratitude towards a friend in 
misfortune. 

Had the person of the Emperor Ne 


-poleon been in the power of ‘the King 


of Prussia, that Sovereign could not 
have forgotten that it depended 0 
the Emperor, after the Battle of Fried- 
land, to place another Prince on the 
throne of Berlin. He would not bat’ 
forgotten, in the presence of a disara 
ed enemy, the protestations. of attach 





~~ sa so 


— "3S SS, aS 


—" = wt 


ers 


Cor 
Ay 
Er 
the 








[ 37¢ 


 Napo. 
Pecting 


Nn been 
of Aus. 
collect. 
On and 
} father 


> hever 


d that 
ored to 
ben ip 
‘hen his 
f Vien. 
and at 
armies 
fal and 
! That 
ted the 
apoleon 
O6, and 
1812. 
ror Na. 
he Em. 
‘e recol: 
ontract- 
during 
idence. 
he con- 
the day 
, when, 
m, with 
risoner, 
ing his 
‘rate his 
ollected 
imperor 
* himself 
of Mos- 
ital for 
. would 
f friend- 
riend in 


ror Na 
he King 
yuld not 
nded on 
yf Fried- 
e on the 
not have 
disarm 
t attach 


$17) 


ment and the sentiments of gratitude 
ghich he testified to him in 1812 at 
the interviews in Dresden. 
jt accordingly appears from articles 
aand 5, of the Treaty of the 2d of 
August, that these Princes, being inca- 
bte of exercising any influence over 
the disposal of the Emperor, who 
yas not in their power, accede to what 
may be done thereon by His Britannic 
Majesty, who takes upon himself the 
charge of fulfilling every obligation. 
These Princes have reproached the 
Emperor Napoleon with having pre- 
ferred the protection of the- English 
laws to theirs. The false ideas which 
the Emperor Napoleon had formed of 
the liberality of the laws of Kugland, 
and of the influence of the opinion of a 
great, generous, und free people over 
their government, decided him to pre- 
fer the protection of ¢hese laws to that 
of a father-in-law or an old friend. 
The Emperor Napoleon had it in his 
power to secure, by a diplomatic 
treaty, whatever was personal to him- 
if, by putting himself either at the 
head of the army of the Loire, or at the 
head of the army of the Gironde, com- 
manded by General Clausel ; but wish- 
ing, henceforth, for nothing but yetire- 
ment and the protection of the laws of 
ifree state, either English or Ameri- 
can, all stipulations appeared to him 
unnecessary. He conceived that the 
English people were more bound by a 
conduct which was, on his part, frank, 
noble, aud full of confidence, than 
they would have been by the most 
solemn treaties. He has been de- 
ceived, but this error will for ever 
cause true Britons to blush, and will, 
in the present as well as the future ge- 
herations, be a proof of the bad faith 
of the English Administration, 
Austrian and Prussian commission- 
ers are arrived at St. Helena. If the 
object of their mission be the fulfil- 
ment of a part of the duties which the 
Emperors of Austria and Russia have 
tontracted by the Treaty of the 2d of 
August, and to take care that the 
nglish Agents, in a small colony, in 
the midst of the Ocean, do not fail in 
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the respect due to a Prince connected 
with these Sovereigns by the bonds of 
relationship and so many other ties, 
traits of the character which belong to 
these two Monarchs will be recogniz- 
ed in this proceeding; but you, Sir, 
have declared .that these Commis- 
sioners have neither the right nor the 
power of giving any opinion on what 
may be passing on this Rock! 

The English ministers have caused 
the Emperor Napoleon to be trans- 
ported to St. Helena, at the distance 
of 2000 leagues from Europe! ‘This 
rock, situated within the tropics, and 
500 leagues from any continent, is 
subject to the devouring heats of 
these latitudes. It is covered with 
clouds and fogs, duriag three-fourths. 
of the year, and is at once the most 
arid and the most humid country 
in the world. Such a climate is 
most inimical to the health of the 
Emperor, and hatred must have dic. 
tated the choice of this residence, as 
well as the instructions given by the 
English Ministry to the officers com- 
manding in the Island, 

They have even heen ordered to call 
the Emperor “Napoleon General, as if 
it were wished to oblige him to con- 
sider himself as never having reigned 
in France. ' ) 

The reasons which determined him 
not to assume an incogni/o name, as 
he might have resolved to do on leav- 
ing France, were these : First Magis- 
trate for life of the Republic under the 
title of First Consul, he concluded the 
Preliminaries of London and _ the 
Treaty of Amiens with the King of 
Great Britain ; and received, as am- 
bassadors, Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Mer- 


ry, and Lord Whitworth, who resided 


in that quality at Azs Court. Heac- 
credited to the King of England, 
Count Otto and General Andreossi, 
who resided as Ambassadors at the 
Court of Windsor. When, after an 
exchange of letters between the Minis- 
ters for Foreign Affairs of the two 
‘Monarchies, Lord Lauderdale came to 
Paris invested with full powers from 
the King of England, he treated with 
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the Plenipotentiaries possessing full 
powers from the Emperor Napoleon, 
and remained for several months at the 
Court of the Tuileries ; when Lord ! 
Castlereagh afterwards signed, at Cha- 
tillon, the ul/imatum which the Allied 
Povers presented to the Plenipotenti- 
aries of the Einperor Napoleon, he 
thereby acknowledged the fourth dy- | 
measly. 

This udfmuatum was more advanta- 
weous than the ‘Treaty of Paris, but it 
was required that France should re- 
nounce Belgium and the left Bank of 
the Rhine. ‘This was contrary to the 
propositions made at Francfort; and 
the proclamations of the Allied Powers, 
and contrary to the oath by which, at 


his coronation, the Emperor siore fo | 


maintain the integrity of the empire. 
The ‘Emperor then conceived that 
natural boundaries were equally ne- 
cessary for the security of France and 
the equilibrium of urope ; 
thatthe French nation, in the circum- 
starces in whfch it then was, had 
better incur all thé hazards of war than 
submit to this p: irtition. 

brance would have “ehajel her 
integrity, and with it would 
inaintained her honour, had rot trea. 
chery been summoned to the assistay 


ig the Alives. 


The Treaty of the 2d of August, and | 


the Act of the British Parliament, call- 
edthe Emperor, Napoleon Buonaparte, 
and gave him not the title of General. 


The title of General Buonaparte is. 


doubtless ‘eminently glorious: the 
Emperor bore it at “Lodi, vat Castigli- ' 
one, at Rivoli, at Arcolay at Leoben, | 
among the Pyramids, and at Aboukir ; 

but for the last sev enteen years he has | 
borne those ef First Consul dnd Eats | 
peror. ‘Yo style him Ceeral, néw, 
is to dectare that he as neither been | 
chief magistrate of ¢ e Republic, nor 
a Sovereign of the foiteth Dynasty. 


‘Those who believe th: at nations are Uke’ 


fiocks, which by divine right, belong to 
a fer prtioular Sumilies, have notions 
which are neither of the present age, 

nor even inthe spird of 
Levi sla’ Pr, tchich 


the English 


‘eral times 
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changed the order of its Dynasty, de. 
cause the reigning Princes not having 
participated in the great chauges ichich 
' tovk place tn opinions, became tnsmical 
to the happiness of the majority of the 
nation. or Kings are only heredi. 
tary Magtstrates who exist solely for 
the happiness of nations, aud net ng. 
tions for the satisfaction of kings. 
The same spirit of malice dictated 
the order by which the Emperor Na, 
poleon was prevented from writing or 
receiving any letter which has not pre. 
viously been opencd and read by the 
English Ministers and the officers of 
St. Helena. © 
The possibility of his receiving let. 
ters from his mother, his wife, his san, 
or his bfothers, has thus been inter- 
| dicted; ‘and when he wished to re. 
move the i inconvenience of having-all 
his letters read by subaltern ollicers, 
! and to send sealed letters.to the Prince 
Regent, he was informed that -none 
but open letters could be passed— 
such were the orders of the Ministry. 
This measure stands in need of no re. 
| flexion ; it gives rise to strange ideas 
! couceriittig ‘the Administration — by 
whieh it was dictated ; it would eves 
‘have been digatowed at Algiers, Let 
‘fers have arrived for ‘aoe officers 
hit the suite of the Emperor; they 
were broken open and delivered to 
| you; but you refused to communicate 
them hecatise they had not been re 
ceived through the channel of the 
English Minister. They had to trav cl 
' back four thousand leagues, and thes 
' officers endured. the mortification of 
knowing that there existed. on the 
island iecourts of their -wives, their 
parents dnd their children, - of which 
they could not be informed in less.tha 
| six months. The heert revolts-at such 
treatment! ! Permission could. 10 
ve obtained to.subscribe, oceasionally, 
for the Morning Chronicle, the Morn; 
ing Post, any of the French Feurnals, 
ov evan to get a few detached numbers 
| of the Tames, conveyed to, Longwoot 
In consequence of as. application, 
| made on board the Northumberland 
afew hooks weresenf; bat ali sect 
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as related to the affairs of latter years 


were carefully kept back. . It was 
then Wished to ostablish a correspon. 
dence with a-booksetler of London, in 
order to obtain direetly such books 
asmight be wanted, and those which 
related tothe events of the day; but 
this was forbidden. An Naglish au- 
thor, who, wrote an account of his 
journey through France, which was 
printed at Loudon, took the trouble 
of sending you a copy of the werk, 

for the purpose of having it presented 
to the .Amperor; but you did. not 
think fit to transmit it'to him, because 
ithad not been sent through. the me- 
dium of your goverument. Lt is besides 
unlerstood that other books have been 
seut whiclt were not delivered, because 
some were directed to the Emperor 
Napoleon, awd others to Napoleon the 
Great. ‘The Kuglish ministry is not 
authorized to order any of these vexa- 
tions, ‘Lhe law, though unworthy the 
British Parliament, considers the Ku 
peror Napoleon as a prisoner of war; 
new a prisoarr of war is. never for- 
hidden to subscribe for newspapers, 
or to receive printed. books——-Such a. 
prohibition exists only in, the cells of 
the Inquéxétion. 

The [stand -of: Saint Helens j is ten 
leagues in circumference, and is inac- 
cessible ou every side. « The coast is 
surrounded by brigs,. and posts are 
stationed within sight. of each other, 
io that all communication with the 
ea is rendered impracticable. ‘Chere 
is but one little village, called James. 
Town, where vessels arrive and de- 
part, To prevent. the escape. of any 
individual from the island, it is only 
uecessary toguard the coast. ‘There 
could, therefore, be but one object.in 
interdieting communication with- the 
interior of the. island—namely,- to 
prevent a ride of about eight or ten 
niles, the privation of which, ac- 
cording to the opinion of sheditat men, 
could! not take-place without shorten- 
ing the life of the Emperor. . 

The Emperor. has been, placed at 
Longwood, . 
‘ery wind that blows, in 








land sterile and uninhabitable, without 
water, and susceptible of no kiad of 
cultivation. ‘There is a circuit of 
about twelve hundred uncultivated 
toises. On an eminence, at a distance 
ofelevyen or twelve hundred toises, a 
camp has been established, and ano- 
ther has recently been placed at an 
equal distance, in an opposite direc- 
tion ; consequently in the midst of 
tropical heats the eyc is met by camps 
on every side. 

Admiral Malcombe having conceived 
that a tent would be extremely useful 
to the Emperor, caused one to be 
fitted up by his seamen, at about twen- 
ty paces from the front of the house: 
beneath this tent ts the only spot which 
is shaded from the sun. ‘The Empe- 
ror has, however, every reason to be 
well satisfied with the spirit which 
animated the officers and men of 
the brave 53rd regiment, as he like- 
wise had with the crew of the Nor- 
thumberland. The house at Longwood 
was first built to serve asa barn for 
the Company’s farm.. The Deputy 
Governor caused some rooms to be 
made in it and couverted it into a 
country house, but it was never fit to 
be inhabited. For this year past 
workmen have been constantly em- 


ployed, and the Emperor, to the iu- ' 


jury of his health, has been obliged 
to submit to the inconvenience of 
living in a house which is in the pro- 
gress of building. The apartment in 
which he sleeps is not large enough to 
contain an ordinary-sized bid; but eve- 
ry new ‘building at Longwood would 
prolong the inconvenience of the pre- 
sence of workmen. ‘This miserable 


Tsland, however, presents: many fine 


positions, covered with trees, gardens, 
and even neat houses, among’ which is 
Plantation House ; but the ministry 
gave strict orders that we were'not to 
occapy that house; had we heen per- 
mitted to. do’so, your treasury migltt 
haye been spared the ex penses which 
were laid out at Longwood, in building 
huts roofed with paper, coated with 


“a situation . exposed to ; pitch, and which are now useless. You 
a tract of; have interdicted aj} correspondence 
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between us and the inhabitants of the 
island, you have in fact placed the 
house at Longwood in a state of 
seclusion, you have even obstructed 
any communication which might take 
place with the officers of the garrison. 
It seems as though it had been studied 
to deprive us of the few resources 
which this miserable country presents, 
and we are as wretched as if we were 
doomed to live on the uncultivated 
and uninhabited rock of the Isle of 
Ascension. 

During the four months that you 
have resided at St. Helena, you have, 
Sir, aggravated the unfortunate situa- 
tion of the Emperor. Count Bertrand 
observed to you that you were even 
violating the laws laid down by your 
legislature, and trampling on the 
rights of general officers prisoners of 
war; you replied, that you would 
act-accerding to the letter of your 
instructions, which were even more 
rigid than the conduet you had 


adopted. I have the honour to be, 
Mr. General, 
Your very humble and 
(Signed) obedient Servant, 


GenerAL Count pE MontTuoton. 
PS. I had signed this Letter, ir, 


before I received yours of the 17th. | great man straggling with adversity is 


You have annexed thereto an account, 
by way of estimate, of an annua! 
sum of twenty thousand pounds ster- 
ling, whieh you thik necessary for 
covering the expenses of the establish- 
ment of Longwood, after having made 


every reduction which you conceive | 


possible. ‘Thediscussion of this esti- 
mate can ia no way concernus. The 
Emperor’s table is scarcely furnished 
with the most common necessaries, 
all the provisions are of bad quality 
and four times dearer than at Paris. 
You demand from the Emperor the 
sum of twelve thousand pounds ster- 
ling, your government only allowing 
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you eight thousand ponuds sterling {, 
defray all these expenses. [ have a), 
ready had the honour of informin, 
you that the Emperor possesses 
funds, that for this year past he ha, 
neither wriéten nor received any Let. 
ter, and that he is entirely ignoraint o{ 
all that is passing’'in Europe. 

Forcibly transported to this Rock 
without the possibility of writing a; 
receiving any letter, he now find 
himself totally at the discretion of 
the English Agents. 

The Emperor has always wished 
and still wishes to defray all his ex. 
pemses of every description. ‘This hi 
will do whenever you render it pos. 
sible, by removing the interdictioy 
by which the merchants of the island 
are prevented from transacting busi. 
ness for him, and whenever he shal! 
be exempt from all inquisition on 
your part or that of ypur agenls. As 
soon as the necessities of the Emperor 
are made known in Europe, those 
persons who feel interested in his 
happiness will transmit the funds re- 
quisite tu provide for his support. 

Lord Bathurst’ ¢-Letter, which you 
have communicated “to -me,- gives rise 
to strange ideas. Arenet your Mi 
nisters aware that the spectacle of a 


the most sublime of atl others? are 
they ignorant that Napoleon, at Si. 
Helena, in the midst of persecution: 
of every kind, to which He oppos: 
only the firmness of resolutiov, 1 
greater, more sacred, and more %ve- 
nerable than. when he was seated on 
the first Throne in the world, where 
he was so long the arbiter of Kings? 

Those who are wanting in respect 
to Napoleon, in his present situation 
only degrade their own characters 
and the Nation whitch they represeitt. 


(Signed) 
Generac Count pe MontHotor 


—— 
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